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FOR L/PM 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PGOV, PFOR, GB 

SUB J : GABONESE LAWS ON QUESTIONABLE PAYMENTS 
REF: STATE 94647 

1 . RESPONSES REQUESTED IN PARA 2 REFTEL FOLLOW IN ORDER 
CORRESPONDING TO SEQUENCE IN WHICH QUESTIONS WERE POSED: 

A. YES - CRIMINAL CODE SECTION 143 COVERS ONLY ACCEPTANCE 
BY OFFICIALS. 

B. NO 

C. NO 

D. NO ABSENCE OF CONTESTED ELECTIONS IN SINGLE PARTY 
SYSTEM OBVIATES REASON FOR MOST POLITICAL CONTRIBUTIONS. 

E. NO 

F. NO 

2. SECTION 143 OF GABON'S CRIMINAL CODE MAKES DEMAND AND/OR 
ACCEPTANCE OF MONEY OR THINGS OF VALUE BY PUBLIC OFFICIALS, 
OTHER THAN LEGAL RENUMERATION OR FEES, CRIME PUNISHABLE 
BY UP TO TEN YEARS PRISON AND OR DOLS 8,000 FINE. APPEARS 
THAT THIS IS ONLY LAW OR REGULATION APPLICABLE TO "QUES- 
TIONABLE PAYMENTS" IN GABON. 
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3. COMMENT: ABOVE RESPONSES ARE BASED ON INTERVIEWS WITH 
GOG OFFICIALS IN MINISTRIES OF FINANCE AND JUSTICE, IN 
CLUDING STATE SOLICITOR GENERAL, AS WELL AS NATIONAL 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY. DESPITE FACT 
THAT THESE SOURCES WERE CONFIDENT IN ACCURACY OF THEIR 
INFORMATION, EMBASSY BELIEVES THAT EARNEST PROSECUTOR 
COULD FIND MORE THAN SECTION 143 OF CRIMINAL CODE TO 
APPLY TO "QUESTIONABLE PAYMENTS '. AFTER ALL, 

CURRENT GABONESE LAW CLOSELY FOLLOWS CIVIL AND 
CRIMINAL CODES OF FRENCH COLONIAL ADMINISTRATION. 

HOWEVER, CABINET TASK FORCE SHOULD BEAR IN MIND THAT 
IN THIS SOCIETY WHERE "QUESTIONABLE PAYMENTS", ES- 
PECIALLY THOSE RELATED TO AWARD OF GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, 
ARE CONSIDERED NORMAL PRACTICE, NO SUCH "EARNEST 
PROSECUTOR" EXISTS. 

4. FULL TEXT OF RELEVANT LAW BEING POUCHED. DEJARNETTE 
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